MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMACNB
governed in the Roman manner. There was hardly a trace, or none
at all, of "Germanic principles." Under the new kings the old
system of government survived, though doubtless in an imperfect
form. There was only one novelty: service in the army was
gratuitous, thanks to the distribution of land. The State was
relieved of the terrible war budget which had formerly crushed
the people.
The administration, which had become somewhat rudimentary,
was also less costly. The Church saw to everything else. But once
more, everything that survived and functioned was Roman. Of
the Germanic institutions, of the assemblies of free men, nothing
was left. At the most we find, here and there, in the laws of the
period, Germanic infiltrations, like that of the Wchrgeld. But this
was a mere trickle in the flood of juridical Romanization: civil
processes, contracts, testaments, etc. The West reminds us of those
Italian palaces which have been turned into lodging-houses, and
which, in all their degradation, have still preserved their ancient
architecture. Here was decadence indeed, but it was a Roman
decadence, in which there appeared no germ of a new civilization.
Its only German characteristic, its Arianism, was itself an old
heresy, without anything original about it, and this had little vogue
save at first among the Vandals.
It has been 'supposed that matters were otherwise among the
Franks,1 to whom some have attributed an extraordinary impor-
tance, even at the outset of the invasions, because they did actually
refashion Europe during the Carolingian epoch. But did they do
anything of the kind as early as the 6th century * I think we can
reply, very definitely, that they did not.
No doubt the Prankish State was the only one to retain, in its
Northern regions, a purely Germanic population. But it played
no important part during tie Merovingian epoch. Almost as soon
as the conquest of the country was begun the kings established
themselves in the South in Roman territory, in Paris, Soissons,
1 h. runner, in particular, upholds this point of view in his Deutsche
Rechtsgeschickte; and also G. waxtz in his DewtaAe
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